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Why is it important? 

oEssential services for citizens 

oCompetitiveness

oFDI



Demand for infrastructure

oPopulation

oEconomic Activity

oEmployment

oAll three have grown rapidly







International comparison

oCompare infrastructure per person or compared to 
national income

oUse high-income European countries











Where are the deficits 

oOverall, 20-25% lower 

oHousing

oHealth

oTransport

oElectricity

oPlus, investment requirements for the green transition





How many houses are required?

oHousing commission: backlog of 245,000. 

oAddressing the shortage of housing over 10 years: 
24.5k additional homes needed

oBergin and Egan: annual demand averaging 44k 

oRequirement: 44+24.5 = 68.5k per year





Health













EV public charging capacity



Symptoms of electricity 
infrastructure deficit
oHigh costs for households and firms.

oInsufficient capacity, given high demand.

oEmergency (gas fired) capacity added.

oLarge compliance costs for missing emissions budgets





Addressing these deficits 

Addressing these deficits requires a lot of labour. 

These are all likely in the same sector: construction. 



Where will we get the workers?

Training and apprenticeships

Reallocation

Migration could play a role, but with that comes more 
demand for housing. 



Addressing these deficits - Workers



Addressing these deficits -
Productivity 
oAlternatively, improving productivity in the 

construction sector would reduce the number of 
workers needed.

oIreland has historically had a low productivity 
construction sector 









Planning system



Planning system

o9 months for approval of large infrastructure projects

oPotential for judicial review thereafter. 

oUncertainty and delays increase costs and reduce 
viability. 



Planning system- Draghi Report

oOnshore wind: 9 years for approval in Ireland (most 
countries 3-5 years). 

oSolar: 3.6 years for approval in Ireland (European 
average 2.5)



Conclusions

oIreland’s infrastructure is low relative to other 
countries (20-25%)

oHousing, health, transport and electricity.

oMore workers or more productivity needed.

oPlanning and regulatory barriers.

oSome fiscal costs, but manageable. 



Appendix



Budgetary impact



Adjustments to Irish data

oRemove two types of assets from 3 economic sectors

oAssets: Transport equipment (aircraft for leasing) and 
intangibles (intellectual property) 

oSectors: Manufacturing, ICT and admin/support 
services.  



Public investment



Economic Activity



Construction Employment 



Transport investment path



Where is the shortage of health 
infrastructure? 



Housing



Housing backlog



Work permits



Who gets good value for money

oEnglish-speaking, common-law systems have high 
costs for transport infrastructure. 

oUse of in-house expertise. Reduces delays during the 
build. 
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